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Read Toxt C, and then answer Questions 2(a}-2(d) and Quostion 3 on the question paper.

1 donit remember medicine ever being an active career decision, ustthe default setting
for my Ife. My dad was a doctor

As you mightimagine, th training was hard —learning every aspect of the human body.
plus each possible way it can malfunction, s a faify Gargantuan undertaking. But the

buzz of knowing I'd be a doctor one day - such a big deal you get to lterall change s
your name, ke a superhero — propelled me towards my goal. When it was finally time

0'step out ontothe ward armed with all this exhaustive knowledge and tum theory nfo

practice, it came as a blow (0 discover that Id spent a quarter of my If at medical

‘school and wasn' remtely prepared for what came next.

'During the day, the job was manageable, fmind-numbing and insanely tme-consuming. 0

You tum up every maming for the ward round’ where your whde feam of doctors
{ro0ps pas eachof hlr patents. You ral behind e a hyprotsed ducking, your nead

cocked to one side i a caring manner. noting down every pronouncement fom your

Senirs. Then you spend heres of your workig Gy (1 general a furter unpaid

four hours)completng dozens, someimes hundreds, ofasks g nforms, making s
hons cas. Noi ealy wha 14 rained s ard for

Night shifts were an unrelenting ightmare. At night, you'e given a paging device
affectonately called 2 bleep, and responsibilty for every patient in the hospital.All of

them. The senior doctors wil be downstais reviewing and admiting patients while

You'e up on the wards, saling the ship alone — a ship that's enormous, that no one 20
has really taught you how to sal. You'e blesped by ward after ward, nurse afer nurse,

with emergency after emergency ~ it never stops, all night long..

‘Senior collcagues see patients in ASE' who have a speciic problem, like preumonia
or a broken leg. Your patints are having similar emergencis, but they re i hospital
already, meaning they already had something signficantly wrong with them in the first E
place. Ifs a ‘build-your-own-burger of symploms layered on conditions layered on
diseases. You'e a one-man, mobie, essentially untrained ASE department,reviewing
an endless siream of worryingly sick patients who, twelve hours earter, had an entre:
team of doctors caring for them. Is sink or swim — you have to ean fo swim because
otherwise a tonne of patients sink with you. 0

1 actually found it exhilarating. Sure it was hard work, the hours were bordering on
inhumane and | saw things that have scarred my retinas totis day, but | was a doctor ..

It occurs to me now that the public dor't hear the trth about what it actually means to
be a doctor. So here are the diaries | kept during that tme: what twas ike working on

the front e, the repercussions in my personal fe and how i allbecame too much for E
‘me. (Sorry fo the spofler,but you watched Titanic’knowing how that was going o play

out)
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(@) Reread paragraphs 2 and 4.
+ Paragraph 2 begins "As you might ..." and is about Adams progress through training.
+ Paragraph 4 begins "You tum up ... and describes the daytme work as a junior doctc

in'the hospital.

Explain how the writer uses language 1o convey meaning and to create effect in thes
paragraphs. Choose throe examples of words or phrases from each paragraph {0 SUppO
Your answer. Your choices should indlude the use of imagery.
‘Write about 200 to 300 words.

Upto 15 marks aro available for the content of your answer.
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