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metalloid (semi-metal): element that shows some
of the properties of metals and some of
non-metals, e.g. boron and silicon

main-group elements: the elements in the outer
groups of the Periodic Table, excluding the
transition elements (Groups -VIII)

5

transition elements (transition metals): elements
from the central region of the Periodic Table -
they are hard, strong, dense metals, which form
compounds that are often coloured

alkali metals: elements in Group | of the Periodic
Table; they are the most reactive group of metals

periodic property: a property of the elements
that shows a repeating pattern when plotted
against proton number (Z)
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KEY WORDS

Periodic Table: a table of elements arranged
in order of increasing proton number (atomic
number) to show the similarities of the chemical

elements with related electronic configurations

groups: vertical columns of the Periodic Table
containing elements with similar chemical

properties; atoms of elements in the same group
have the same number of electrons in their outer

energy levels

period: a horizontal row of the Periodic Table




