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Imagine you are a zookeeper. Later that evening you write in your journal reflecting on your thoughts and feelings about your life now and how things have changed. Write your journal. In your journal you should include:
· describe what you have to do each day, why you do it and how that makes you feel
· explain what you have noticed about the boy and his father and your feelings about each of them
· consider how things have changed for you and the world around you since you first started working at the zoo and suggest what you think the future may hold for you.
Base your passage on what you have read in Passage A, but be careful to use your own words. Address each of the three bullet points.
Begin your journal, ‘Today was…’
Write about 250 to 350 words.
List Down the Main points for each bullet point 
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Read Passage A carefull, and then answer Questions 1 and 2 on the Question Paper.
Passage A: The last zookeeper

This storyis set more than one hundred years i the future. It describes a boy and his father on one of
thei reguiar visits to a zo0. The father remembers visitng the 200 50 yars earier when he was a boy.
andithe 200 was busier. The zookeeper has worked there sinco the day the 200 fst openod.

The boy stared at the zookseper hobbing along. Occasionally this aged man would stumble, emit
2 pained grunt, then continus. The dented metal feed-bucke in his fist swung pondarously, banging
‘against his knoe. The bones in his hand, the gnarled knuckles, ropy fendons and veins stood out fom
the effort of camying the hoavy weight. The tissue-thn skin, mottid with age, was inhabited by ghosts
of forgotten inuries, sacrat stores of wounds the boy would naver know. Th boy wondered what it
Would feal fike to hold that hand, to touch the baggy covering and feal t side over the britie bones
beneath the fingers, the tim-withered muscle.

His eyes slipped 10 his own hand, a smaller repiica o his father's - both pulfy with flesh, skin devoid of
blemishes. Beneath their perfocted surfaces, bright red serum Giculated, deivering rich nourishment
with exquisie precision and dspendabilty. Uniike the old man's, thei paims were cry, cool despit the
humidiy ofthe day.

The z00keeper paused outside the cage and Jangled his key ring, repealing the movement urii the.
wisp of a shape, a ighter shadow, suggested the presence of some hulking wid beast inside. Glass-
ey eyes gistened, biiefly catching sunight and seeming 1o peer out almost inteligenty. The key
tued in the lock. The old man tugged the door open. The boy had witnessed the same wordiess.
dialogue every day for the past thrae years; he knew t ai by heart.

“The anima st did not emerge. I never did a this point.

“The acrid tang of the ab-grown meat n the bucke stung the boy's nose: the flesh had begun to spoil
immediately after it was removed from i sterlle bath. The zookeeper extracted a pale siab of ‘meat.
It hit the cament outside the cage with an unquestionably organic sound, afracting frenzied swarms
of flls. The boy could soe and hear them buzzing, hovering. Even technological advances of recont
‘Gecadss had not succeeded n eradicating thes pests. Minds, augmented by artifcial inteligence,
‘could st not calculate a soluton to this problem. ‘Some specias follow no mathematical formula, his
father commented.

Most did, the boy was told. Humans, for example, were very mathematical in their behaviour. There
‘were exceptions - occasionall indviduals st defied being reduced {0 basic pinciples and programs.

“The oid man extracted a ity handkerchisf rom his overalls and dabbed his forehead. Even as he did
S0, new beads of sweat erupled.

“Jumba? The man's frail voice trambled and cracked. He waited. Jumbe, come out and eat." The boy
‘Could almost foelthe keeper hoping .. bt the shape behind the cage oor sil didn't move.

At Iast the old man sighed. His shoulders fl. His back siooped more. He reached over and swiped
atthe metal piate beside the gate. There was a soft whi, aimost 00 quiet to hear. Finall, with a tred
‘groan, the animal shuffed out.

“The boy came daily to witness tis feading. Somshow, ho always expocted the outcoms to be diflerent.

“Why does he bother?” e asked his father every vist. Why?"
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Oid habits are hard to break his father told him again.

The boy fet something ke disappointment, but accepted the usual answer. Ho supposed
‘understanding would come, onca fnal slectrical connactions had been made and his father had fully
imparted knowledge info hir.

‘The ancient beast's pett bleached bone-white by unrelenting sun, was bady tattered. Bare spols
betrayed where fur rubbed painiuly against metal. The animal tured, exposing old tears n its side.
‘Through these raggedy sutured gaps, the boy could see underlying musculature, atrophied meat and
‘chuming gears. He Wondered how many times the zookeeper had repaired the damage.

“1dont know; the father answered automatically. That information isn't availabl.”
“The boy was tempted o question the old man, but the father gave the boy's hand a warning squeeze.

“The boy read again the faded plaque displayed outside the cage:

“Atrican Lion
Extinct.
“This male, the last known indvidual of s ind, died of wasting diseas i 2039.
twas reanimated at the Insitute for the Preservation of Wholly-biological Artefacis and added
to1the z00's collecion.
Itis the only remaining fully functioning cybernetised Afrcan ion on publi display.

His father moved. ‘Come on - the morkey's next.”

The boy didn' care about the monkey whoso cage was befors the only empty one, near the 200's et
“This 200keeper capivated him. I the wholo enire menagerie, this ancient man's dedication to a workd
long:since dead remained an unsolved equation in the boy’s sifconised brain.
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