
Tulip Life Cycle (bulb)

1. Planting time.
No roots yet.
(Sept - Oct)

2. Roots start
growing from the
base. (Nov)

3. Resting period,
bulbs rest during
cool period.
(Dec - Jan)

4. Bulbs begin to
grow as starch and
carbohydrates turn
to sugar. Leaves and
flowers gradually
push out.
(Feb - Mar)

5. In bloom.
All nourishment

now comes from
roots as bulb’s 

energy is exhausted.
(Apr - May)

6. Blooms are cut
and leaves left,
Daughter bulbs will
use the food of the
leaves to grow.
(May - June)

7. Up to five small
bulbs can grow out
of the mother bulb.
Roots, blooms, and
leaves develop
within each.
(July - Sept)



Potato Life Cycle (tuber)

Potatoes are 
dug out of the soil. Eyes of the potato

begin to form buds.

Shoots begin to 
grow from eyes.

Potato is planted in the ground.
Shoots from eyes form roots, and
a plant begins to form.

Roots begin to
spread and
small potatoes
begin to form.

Potatoes on roots grow
larger. Plant’s leaves
begin to turn
yellow.



Strawberry plants (runner)

The seed sends roots down into
the soil or a mature plant may send 
a runner (a stolon) some distance
away which then puts down roots.

Root growth continues. Runner
plants start out larger and have more 
of a support system.

The plant continues
to mature and grow.

The mature plant is ready to 
expand. It may produce flowers
which are pollinated by insects
and other pollinators.

The results of pollination
is a large mass of (usually red)
tissue stuffed with individual
seed-containing fruits.

Once mature, these fruits are 
attractive to birds and other creatures 
and are eaten. The remains, including 
viable seeds, are deposited in 
different locations to sprout. 
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Some plants 
produce runners 
as well as seeds


